
West Old Town Neighborhood Association 
Annual Meeting 

Thursday, July 11 2019 
6 p.m. 

Los Duranes Community Center 
 

Board Members present:  Kendra Robertson, Chuy Martinez, Gil Clarke, Glen Effertz, Kathy Frye 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:03 p.m. 
 
City Councilor Ike Benton addressed the group.  His remarks included the following: 

• Councilor Benton relies on Neighborhood Associations to get the word out about issues 
impacting residents, to provide input on the impact of projects and to assist with 
problem solving. 

• G. P. Lovato will be missed.  His positive impact on the neighborhood was significant. 

• The Councilor was aware of the length of the construction at the west end of Mountain 
Road that is blocking the access to bike path.   It appears that sewer lines are being 
installed by the Water Authority. 

• WOTNA is to be commended for the initial denial of the liquor sales at the gas station on 
Central.   The decision will be appealed.  WOTNA will have an opportunity to present 
concerns before the Land Use Hearing Officer (LUPO).  Councilor Benton could not 
engage in a conversation about this issue because it could come before the Council. 

• The City Council is in recess in July.  At the first meeting in August, ranked choice voting 
will be considered and could be on the ballot in November.  Additionally, the proposal 
for 11 City Council Districts (currently there are 9) will be discussed.   

• Attendees were reminded that after the 2020 Census, redistricting will occur. 

• The City election will be in November.  If one of the City Council candidates does not get 
50% of the vote, there will be a runoff election on December 17.   

• Crime statistics are looking better.   That said, all residents are encouraged to report any 
suspicious activity, any suspicious individual and/or any suspicious vehicles. 

• The complex process of handling abandoned and condemned properties was discussed. 
Residents in attendance with specific issues were asked to contact the Councilor 
directly. 

It was agreed that the Board will ask 311 to make a presentation at a future meeting.   All agreed that it 
is difficult to know what number to call to report a crime or a concern. 
 
Officer Sandoval of the Albuquerque Police Department reported that crimes are decreasing across the 
City.    Burglaries are down 65%, homicides down 18%, property crimes and auto theft down 38%. 
The Police Department now has more officers and anticipates adding 40 more by March, 2020. Police 
Service Aides also are being recruited.  The issues associated with a condemned home on Dora Avenue 
were discussed.  Officer Sandoval reiterated the need for residents to report suspicious or criminal 
behavior, safety hazards, etc. 
 
Answers to the following questions will be provided at future meeting: 

1)  Status of the racing on Montoya NW. 
2)  Hours the Old Town Substation currently is open. 



The Zoning Hearing for property on the east side Gabaldon , just south of I40 will be July 16.   The 
request is to allow a manufacturing status. 
 
Board Election 
 Residents in attendance were encouraged to run for the Board of Directors and to help move 
the organization forward. 
 The following individuals were elected to the Board of Directors by acclamation: 
  Kendra Robertson 
  Glen Effertz 
  Gil Clarke 
  Michael Scisco 
  Kathy Frye 
  Holly Hodgin 
  Mathew D. Munoz 
This group will meet and officers will be selected.    
 
Announcements: 
 Please submit emails to the Board through the website or use this address: 
 westoldtownna@gmail.com 
 The next meeting will be Thursday, September 5 at 6 p.m.  Los Duranes Community Center. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:07 p.m. 
 
 
   
 


